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Great Changes in the World: Japan’ s Strategic Cognition and Coping Path

Yang Bojiang

Abstract: The 2008 international financial crisis once again greatly changed Japan's
security environment in terms of the power balance of major powers, the distribution of
international power, and the global governance system, which continued to increase the
pressure on international competition. Therefore, Japan considered that the hegemonic type
of international order dominated by the United States is transforming into a balanced type
of opposing forces between the United States and China. To cope with the changes, Japan
took the maintaining of the "US-China balance" as the core issue of its foreign strategy,
strengthened the foundation of its foreign strategic power by developing its independent
power, and used integration and cooperation with "medium power" as a new fulcrum for
building its own foreign strategy. The outbreak of the new coronavirus and the global
pandemic has accelerated the historical process of major changes, and Japan has become
more cautious and pessimistic in its research and judgment on the international situation.
Looking at the post—epidemic era, Japan's foreign strategic perception will accelerate on
the current extension line, and its strategic response will continue the above-mentioned
basic path. At the same time, the proportion of "Chinese factors" will continue to rise, and
the "Chinese orientation" will further strengthen. However, the advancement of Japan's
foreign strategy also faces internal and external structural obstacles. Starting from China's
overall foreign strategy, effectively restraining the negative aspects and mobilizing the
positive aspects of Japan's China policy, enhancing the certainty and restraining the
uncertainty of Sino~Japanese relations has become the key element.

Keywords: Japan's foreign strategy; Shinzo Abe; Japan—US alliance; Sino-Japanese
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