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Abstracts

The Development of China — Japan Relations in the Past Fifty Years and Its
Future Trend: With Discussion upon Japan’s Strategic Role and Regulative

Function Yang Bojiang

The normalization of China — Japan diplomatic ties in 1972 reversed the 100 —year historical
trajectory of China — Japan relations, having pushed the long —term “abnormal” China — Japan
relations back to the right track andopening a new chapter in the history. The development of China —
Japan relations over the past 50 years has not only benefited the two peoples, but also contributed
significantly to peace, stability and prosperity of Asia and the world at large. Over the past 50
years, China — Japan relations have gone through many twists and turns with major changes from
the balance of power to the mode of interaction, which is the result of the comprehensive interaction
of multiple variables. Those variables of different levels and dimensions can be summarized into
three aspects; the characteristics of China — Japan relations, factors of the two countries
themselves, and the variables of the external environment. Among them, Japan’s national
strategy, especially foreign strategy and security strategy, has played an important prescriptive role
in the development of China — Japan relations. In the historical change of more than 70 years after
WWII, the strategic gene of Japan’s pursuit of “becoming a great power” runs through the whole
process, and it has transformed from the orientation of “becoming an economic great power” to the
orientation of “becoming a political great power”. Over the past 50 years, along with the
establishment and implementation of Japan’ s pursuit of becoming a pontifical great power target,
and with the background of the rise in Japan’ s strategic independence and the strategic
transformation, Japanese strategic role in the of China — Japan relations become even more direct
and obvious, and changes of Japan’s role and China — Japan relations become simultaneous. From
the perspective of Japan’s strategy, the political and security nature and strategic competitiveness
of China — Japan relations have been further enhanced, and the bilateral relations have once again

stood at the crossroads of the historical trajectory.

The Origin and Extension of China —Japan Relations in the Post — war Era.
Revisiting the Four Political Documents of China — Japan Relations
Hu Lingyuan and Wang Tianran

Since the normalization of China — Japan diplomatic relations in 1972, the relations between those

two countries, although having experienced twists and turns, have been relatively stable and
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